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Issue 22 SPIRIT 
Jesus said to them “Go into all the world and preach the good news to all 

creation.” Mark 16:15 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

As some of you know, I was working in 
Thailand as a missionary among the Karen-hill
-tribe people before I came to GVBC. My wife, 
Emi, and I spent 19 years there to learn 
languages and cultures and to preach the 
Good News to them. Because we were 
working for the minority people in Thailand, we 
had to learn both Thai and Karen languages 
and cultures. It was not an easy process, but 
God was there with us to help us to 

communicate the Gospel with the Karens. 

When we started feeling more comfortable living 
and working in Thailand, God called us to come 

to Gardena to do Nichigo (Japanese) Ministry at GVBC. It was a great 
challenge for us to leave our mission f ield. Actually, at f irst, I could not make 
a decision to leave my Karen brothers and sisters in Christ and come to 
Gardena. So, I asked GVBC to give me the privilege of returning to Thailand 
once a year to continue my mission work among the Karen people. Because 
GVBC accepted my wish, I made a decision to come to Gardena. 

This past October I returned to Thailand and visited the Karen churches in 
the rural areas of  Omkoi province and Umphan province. In Omkoi I visited a 
student hostel run by a Baptist church. They have 32 students f rom 6th grade 
to 12th grade. When they opened this hostel 7 years ago, they did not have a 
water system and these students had to walk 2 miles to get water f rom a 
river. I found a local Rotary Club in Japan which helped to put a water 
system there 5 years ago. I am hoping GVBC will start supporting the water 
project in Thailand [f rom our Advent Conspiracy donation boxes]. 

In Umphan, I visited a new Baptist church started last year near the Thai-
Burma boarder. Ajarn Nopharat, a Karen pastor, has been working there for 
2 years and his church is growing. Because it takes more than 10 hours to 
drive f rom Chiang Mai — the main city in northern Thailand — not many 
people are going to visit Umphan. So, he was very glad to have me at his 
church. We spent time sharing our experiences and praying for each other. It 
was also my joy to give a message in the Karen language during their 
Sunday service. 

When I returned to Gardena f rom Thailand, I was f illed with joy. Though I 
miss Thailand and my Karen brothers and sisters, I am very happy to do the 
Nichigo ministry here at GVBC because it is the work God called me to do. I 
really thank God for all GVBC members who are praying for me and for the 
Nichigo ministry. I will continue to do my very best to help the Japanese in 
our South Bay area to know Jesus and receive eternal life. 

Your brother in Christ, 
Eiji Osato  

Gardena Valley Baptist Church 

Pastor Eiji Osato (standing) 

preaching to the Karen people 

at a church in Thailand 
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NOVEMBER BOARD REPORT 
BY DAVID CHENG, MODERATOR 

Thanksgiving is right around the corner. What are you thankful for this year?  As a 
church, we have much for which we should give thanks and praise to God. 

Revenue 

Revenue for the month of September was $119,377, while expenses were 
$106,166. We experienced a net gain of $13,211 for the month. In comparison, 
September of  last year saw a net loss of $5,643 so we are clearly doing much 
better this year. As of  the end of  September, the church is enjoying a cumulative 
net surplus of  $76,982. 

Preliminary f igures for the month of October show revenue received at $93,814. This is a bit lower than 
the $98,712 received in October 2012. Notably, there was a signif icant drop in giving f rom the English 
congregation to $83,502 as compared to $90,671 in October 2012. 

Nehemiah (debt retirement) continues to be a concern. September was projected to be $37,597, but 
only $29,220 was received. For the month of October, $38,038 was projected but we only received 
$24,109. Therefore, we have been lagging behind for the last couple of months. 

Nominating Committee submits candidates 

The church’s Nominating Committee submits candidates not only for the Board, but also for the 
Personnel Committee which deals largely with business-related issues concerning the pastoral and 
support staff. Stan Terasaki, Board Vice-Moderator, chairs the Nominating Committee and he submitted 
a slate of  candidates for the Personnel Committee for your Board’s approval. The candidates were Paul 
Hirano, Scott Ueda, and Sharon Koshiyama Woo. Your Board approved these individuals to become 
new members of the Personnel Committee for a two-year term beginning in 2014. Congratulations to 
Paul, Scott, and Sharon! 

Requests for fundraising and other matters 

Your Board is also responsible for evaluating and approving requests for fundraising events by the Core 
and Target Ministries at our church. This month we approved requests submitted by both the Nichigo 
congregation and Hula Ministry. 

Your Board considered and approved a number of other items. We approved the legal language which 
will be used for a corporate resolution to borrow money f rom Union Bank for our restructured loan. Your 
Board also approved the dates for Pastor Steve’s upcoming one-month sabbatical f rom January 19 
through February 18, 2014. This one-month period is actually lef tover f rom the 2009 sabbatical he was 
entitled to take but did not complete. It is long overdue, as Pastor Steve has been working very hard 
these past few years and we hope he receives much rest during that time. 

The process of restructuring the Union Bank loan is moving along. The bank’s appraiser came out to 
inspect the church property on October 24. The interest rate is already locked for 90 days which will take 
us in January 2014. 

Guest relations and other events 

James Hirano, who is helping guide our new guest relations team on an interim basis, provided a written 
report on security at the Harvest Festival this year. The report noted areas of success as well as areas 
needing improvement. 

Pastor Steve updated us on the anticipated GVBC-sponsored visit of  Ken Matsuda and his family f rom 
the Oasis Church in Rifu, Japan. The Matsuda family will spend two weeks with us beginning in 
February 2014. Ken will be learning about how GVBC does ministry in hopes of  learning some things 
which can help his church in Japan. Ken ministers through music and he will be sharing his gif t with 
GVBC. 

A number of Board members and pastoral staff members served as delegates f rom GVBC at the recent 
Annual Meeting of the American Baptist Churches of  Los Angeles (ABCLA). Amy Kushigemachi, 
member-at-large, Wes Harada, Treasurer, and Pastor Steve shared some of their impressions of  the 
meeting with the rest of  your Board. 

Until next month . . . 
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HARVEST FESTIVAL 
BY SUSAN WAKUTA, 

ELEMENTARY CHILDREN’S DIRECTOR 

The Harvest Festival is a wonderful example of our 
church honoring God by working together in unity and 
being His ambassadors to the community. Families who 
do not regularly attend our church come back every year 
because of  the great experience, fun atmosphere, and 
the genuine compassion they receive. 

There were 419 children who attended this event — 307 
of  them were visitors to our church. There were 160 
volunteers and 50 were youths. With all the families and 
volunteers, we had 900 people present. Many of those 
families were invited by f riends f rom our church and also 
came by seeing the banners in f ront of  our church. From 
the food sales (and this year we sold spam musubi and 
curry which were great hits), we made $2,000 for our 
Junior Winter Camp. And, the children really remember 
their camp experience. 

My one concern, however, was that we had collected 
only 16,000 pieces of  candy on the Sunday prior to the 
Harvest Festival. This sounds like a lot, but we hoped to 
have 22,000 pieces of candy. By the day of  the Harvest 
Festival we had 19,500 pieces of  candy. Well, God, in 
His awesomeness, multiplied the candy and we had 
more than enough to even collect 5 bins of candy at the 
end — sounds like Jesus feeding the 5,000 miracle to 
me. God always reminds me, He is in control and He is 
faithful to those who put their hope and trust in Him 
(Psalm 33:20-22). 

My heartfelt gratitude to all of  you who prayed, gave of  
your time, and generously provided pumpkins, candy, 
and f inancial support. Thank you to Terence Higa at 
Trader Joe’s who donated 200 pumpkins and also      
Dr. Wayne Tofukuji for the toothbrushes and Dr. Steve 
Hiroshige for the tooth paste. Thank you to the guest 
relations team who ensured our church was a safe place 
for families. Also a my deep appreciation to this year’s 
core team:  Mae Kuratani, Lillian Higashi, and Joanne 
Morimoto who kept me organized and are always a 
pleasure to serve with. 

I know everyone who helps out on the evening of  the 
Harvest Festival goes home tired. But this is a very good 
tired because we know we served God with all our 
hearts and we made such a loving impact on our 
community. 

Photos by Russell Nagata & Silvio Carrara 
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OUR MISSION FIELD 

Fred & Jane Tanaka, Child Evangelism Fellowship of Japan 
Thank you so very much for sending your "Spirit."  The salvation testimonies were 
special blessings to us; so clear and so ref reshing with Christ at the center. What could 
be better?  God bless you as you continue to serve Him in reaching more for Christ 
and helping in their growth. By His grace alone, Jane, for Fred, too 
 
 
 

Philip & Corenne Smith, American Baptist Churches, Brazil 
Dear Ministry Partners, 
Praise God f rom whom all blessings f low! 
Then the Lord said to Joshua, "Now then, you and all these people, get 
ready to cross the Jordan River into the land I am about to give to you." 
Joshua 1:1-2 
It has been a long sojourn in the wilderness, but today we are looking over 
Jordan. Two full years ago, the Vice-Governor of  the state of Espirito Santo 
asked Hope Unlimited to develop a proposal outlining how we would take 
children f rom the desperate conditions in the state prisons and integrate 

them into our program at Hope Mountain. We celebrated that day, but the wheels of  bureaucracy turn 
ever so slowly in Brazil. The following months reminded us, even as God miraculously delivered the 
children of Israel f rom the Pharaoh, they still faced many trials in the wilderness. 
Today our Promised Land is in sight!  Just a few days ago, the president of  IASES, the children's judicial 
branch of the state government of  Espirito Santo, sent the documents formally approving our Mountain 
Academy proposal to the state Attorney General. Under this agreement, the state will immediately begin 
to invest in inf rastructure improvements, spending several million dollars over the next few months to 
modernize and equip Hope Mountain for the new project. In about six months, we expect to begin 
receiving students into the Mountain Academy program. Eventually, we plan to welcome 90 new 
residents at Hope Mountain. The state will fully underwrite the cost of  this program, providing $3-4 
million, annually, for a truly world-class enterprise. 
We are embarking on a ministry unlike any of  which we are aware in the world. We believe in the power 
of  God to transform every life He touches. These are truly desperate children, living in conditions so 
inhumane the Organization of  American States Human Rights Court formally condemned Brazil for their 
treatment of  children in these facilities. Very soon, by the grace of God, we will have the opportunity to 
live out the love of Christ to these children and be the ones he spoke of when He said, "I was sick and in 
prison and you visited me." 
And our Lord shall say, "You did it unto me." 
In His Hope, Philip and Corenne Smith 
Michael & Chris Mason, JEMS, Japan 

It was a f ruitful summer as the Masons visited all nine of their supporting Southern 
California churches as well as met with their church mission committee in Spokane, 
WA. At each church, the Masons shared about the wonderful journey which their 
church in Japan, Oasis Church (formerly Sakai International Bible Church) has 
taken. The church is now meeting in a member's home. It was an exciting nine-
week trip to the U.S., visiting all the churches, family, and f riends. One of the 
highlights was seeing Chris' mother baptized at our church, GVBC!  The Masons 
request prayer for Chris' parents, who are now both Christians. Pray they continue 
to grow in their faith and be supported by the warm Nichigo congregation. 
An urgent request f rom the Masons is their finances. Their JEMS reserve account is 
dangerously low due to the gradual decrease in giving. Af ter adjusting their budget 

and taking a salary cut f rom JEMS, they need an additional $300-$500 a month for support. They ask for 
prayer about this need. They are conf ident God will provide since He has been faithful about their 
f inances for the last 17 years they have been missionaries. Please pray for Chris as she teaches the 
5th-6th grade Bible class and serves as a teacher's aide to the 1st-2nd grade class at Kansai Christian 
School. Also, remember Michael in prayer as he is assuming leadership at Oasis Church.  
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FAMILY NEWS 

PRESENTING THE PRE-CENTENNIAL 
GOLF TOURNAMENT DONATIONS 

BY TAK SHIMAZAKI 

To kick off our 100th Anniversary Celebration, Gardena Valley Baptist 
Church held a Pre-Centennial Golf  Tournament this past August. 

For the past thirteen years, the GVBC Golf  Tournament was dedicated to 
easing tuition for pastoral interns and seminary students whose goal was to 
work in Christian ministry. 

This year, however, because we have been so blessed all these years, we 
wish to bless the community where we live. All proceeds f rom the 2013 
tournament were dedicated to care for the people in the South Bay: 
Gardena Human Services, Center for the Pacif ic Asian Family (CPAF), City 
of  Gardena's Senior Day Care Center, and GVBC’s Food Ministry for the 
disadvantaged and homeless. 

Pictured are the golf  tournament’s chairman, Tak Shimazaki (2nd f rom lef t) 
delivering the check to the Gardena Human Services. 

GVBC wishes to thank all who have supported this year’s golf tournament. 
By doing so, you helped to care for people in the South Bay. 

Congratulations to: 

James Ogawa (husband of  Yuri Ogawa) was part of  the 442nd, which rescued the people of  France 
during WWII. Pictured at right are his Certif icate of Congratulations to Private First Class Makoto 
“James” Ogawa f rom the City of Los Angeles and an Arthus Bertrand medal. Kudos to James!!! 
 
Baby announcement 

 
 

 
 
� Congratulations to John & Kristen (Nakano) Vo in the birth of  their 
second baby boy, Gavin, who was born on Friday, November 15 at 2:00 a.m. Gavin weighed 6 
lbs. 9 oz. and was 20" long. Proud grandparents are Danny and Wendy Nakano. 
 
 
 
 

Our prayers and condolences to those who have lost loved ones 
� David & Karie Addison and family in the passing of  his mother, Sarah Louise Johnson Addison, who passed away on 

Thursday, November 7 af ter a short battle with cancer. David wrote, “She always loved coming to our church when she 
came out to visit us f rom Texas. Please keep us in your prayers.” Services were held on Saturday, November 16 at the 
Southwayside Baptist Church in Fort Worth, TX. 

� Miwa Fukushima and family in the passing of her husband, Taro, who passed away in the morning of Wednesday, 

November 13. Taro was 93 years old. 
Letters to our church family 
� Dear GVBC Family, thank you so much for your prayers and support during the sickness and passing of my mother, 

Toshiko Kitano. A special thank you for the beautiful flower arrangement at her service. With Love, Judi & Mike Yogi & 
family. 

� Dear GVBC, On behalf  of the City of Gardena — Human Services Division, I would like to extend a sincere 
appreciation for the generous gif t of  $3,600 [f rom the 100th Anniversary Golf  Tournament fund]. Because of  you we are 
able to assist low-income families with food, bus tokens for doctor appointments or job interviews, and Target gift cards 
used for shoes for the children and sometimes warm clothes and coats during the winter. Words cannot express our 
gratefulness. Sincerely, Janice Quinn, Community Services Counselor 



service. For more info contact Pastor Eiji Osato, ext. 
676, eiji@gvbc.net. 

� Nichigo Christmas Messiah Concert 
Saturday, December 21, 6:00 p.m. Sanctuary Nichigo 

Christmas Messiah Concert. This is a family-oriented 

concert in Japanese to celebrate Christmas. All are 

welcome. For more information contact Pastor Eiji 

Osato, ext 676, eiji@gvbc.net. 
� M.O.M. (Mexico Outreach Short-term Missions) 

♦ Friday, December 20 to Sunday, December 22, 
San Telmo. Cost $140 

NEEDED: Gently-used shoes. We are collecting 
gently used children and adult tennis shoes for San 
Telmo, Mexico. Please tie the shoe strings together 
and drop them in the bins in the foyer. DEADLINE: 
Dec. 15. We will distribute the children's shoes to the 
students of San Telmo School and the adult shoes to 
the La Mesa Jail prisoners in Tijuana. NO holes 
please. 
Ministry areas include men, women, children, food, 
medical, worship, clothes. We are also still collecting 
soap and shampoo samples all year long for the 
Mexico Missions trips. Please bring them to the 
church off ice labeled “Teresa Matsushima.”  Place it 
behind Jan Magnani’s desk on the table in the off ice 
(by the windows). 
 

[NOTE: a valid U.S. passport is required. Spanish is 
helpful, but not required]. 
To sign up contact Teresa Matsushima or email her 
at: treesaw47@gmail.com. 

� Christmas Sunday, December 22 [NOTE: NO 
parking in Pacif ic Square because of Christmas 
shoppers. Please park at our Union Bank parking lot 
on 158th & Western]. 

� Christmas Eve Services December 24, 6 & 11 p.m. 
� Office Closed Christmas, December 25 & 26 
� Baptism Sunday, December 29 

[NOTE: NO parking in Pacif ic Square because of  
New Year’s shoppers. Please park at our Union Bank 
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CONTACT: office (310) 323-5683. 
EMAIL: gvbc@gvbc.net [put your event 
in the subject line]. You can also 
contact event leaders directly. 
WEBSITE: www.gvbc.net 

 
� Pastor Ron’s Bible Study Classes 

� OASIS: on hiatus until January 15, 2014. 

� Following Christ Today: Sundays, 10:45 a.m., room 
218. This 32-week class is the revised former Basic 
Christianity Class with a renewed focus on learning 
to follow Jesus today as His disciples in this fallen 
world. Whether you are a brand-new Christian or 
have been a believer for many years, you will gain 
valuable, life-changing insights f rom this class. 

 
Classes taught by Pastor Ron Matsuda. Fliers 
available in the Narthex or contact the office to 
register. You’re welcome to join at any time. 

� Job Club 
[NOTE change of  day & room] Every other 
Tuesday, 6:30 — 7:30 p.m., room 119. Next 
meeting is December 2. Open to anyone as well as 
the entire community who are in the job transition 
process. We address whatever questions attendees 
have at the moment — whether it be how to 
effectively network; write a resume which will stand 
out; or interview with confidence. We welcome you 
to join our meetings for information and networking 
opportunities. Invite anyone you know who may be 
interested. For more information contact Stacia 
Kato at: staciakato@gmail.com or Debbie Nakata 
at: debbienakata@gmail.com. 

� Thanksgiving Services 
Sunday, November 24. Come to our Thanksgiving 
service and see how God has blessed those in our 
congregation this past year. There will be an open-mic 
session for those who feel led to speak about their 
blessings. You will stand by your seat and a mic will be 
handed to you. Also, we will be collecting your 
Operation Christmas Child gif t boxes during the 
worship services. 

� Office Closed 
Thanksgiving Thursday, November 28 & Friday, 
November 29. 

� Workday/Christmas Decorating 

Saturday, November 30. We need many volunteers 
to help decorate for Christmas. 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
� First Sunday of Advent, December 1 
� GVBC Bilingual Saturday Services 

Every second Saturday of the month f rom 7:00 — 
9:00 p.m., Sanctuary, however, there will be NO 
bilingual service in December. Nichigo will have a 
special outreach event for Japanese students in this 
area December 14 in place of  the Bilingual Service. 
This event will NOT be bilingual (Japanese only). 
The next bilingual service will be January 11, 2014 

 

Refreshments served in Room 201 af ter the 

GVBC ALL-CHURCH 

CHRISTMAS POTLUCK 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8    

AT 5:00 PMAT 5:00 PMAT 5:00 PMAT 5:00 PM    

Community HallCommunity HallCommunity HallCommunity Hall    
 

Please bring (when last name begins with): 
 
A-P – Main Dish AND dessert 
Q-Z – Main Dish AND side dish (rice, noodles, 

veggies or salad) 
If you come alone, bring only ONE dish listed by the 
letter of your last name (main dish, side dish or 
dessert). 
 
If possible, please bring your potluck dishes in 
disposable containers. If you bring containers that you 
want returned, LABEL each part of your container 
(top and bottom) as well as any serving utensil. 
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NEW ONLINE 
Funds have been added to our online giving. You can also donate to One Great Hour of  
Sharing for the Philippines typhoon victims. Check our website at www.gvbc.net, “Give.” 

ANNUAL ELECTION MEETING RESULTS 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 10 

Issue 23 will be uploaded to the website on Wednesday, December 4. 
Hard copies will then be available in the Narthex and Community Hall. All 
articles should be submitted by Sunday, December 1. 

S
p
iri
t 

On Sunday, November 10 af ter second service, we held our Annual 
Election Meeting and a vote was taken by GVBC membership for 
the following new Board Members. Those elected were: 
 
Jim Kawashima for Vice Moderator 
Joanne Morimoto for Assistant Treasurer 
Akikzaku Abe for Member-at-Large 
Linda Hayashi for Member-at-Large 
Adoption of the 2014 General Fund Budget 
 
The adoption of the 2014 General Fund Budget was also accepted. 

H
A
IYA
N
 

One Great Hour of Sharing: 
Typhoon Haiyan Victims 

We are collecting donations for the One Great Hour of  Sharing 
offering for the Philippines typhoon victims through Sunday, 
December 8. You can also donate online at www.gvbv.net “Give.” 

Service Opportunity 
From the Mission Committee 

As part of  our partnership with the Oasis Church in Rifu, Japan, we need to f ind 
a home for a 19 year old college student to stay. 

We are looking for two to three families who can house the college student for 
four to five days each during February 28 to March 12, 2014. 

The student is a new Christian who is eager to fellowship with other Christians 
and wants to live in a Christian home during his time in America. 

If  God is tugging at your heart to host this student, please contact Jan at the 
church off ice and leave a message for Sanaye Nagami, Missions Chairperson. 

God bless you! 
Teresa Matsushima 
Missions Committee 

OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE 
Looking for somewhere to serve at GVBC? 
1) Help prepare the communion elements for 1st or 2nd service. 
2) Overseeing decorating the church for special holidays. 
If  you can help, please contact the church off ice. 

He
lp 

Wa
nte
d 
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Gardena Valley Baptist Church 
1630 W. 158th Street 
Gardena, CA  90247-3712 

Phone: (310) 323-5683 

Web: www.gvbc.net 

E-mail: gvbc@gvbc.net 

Twitter: http://twitter.com/gvbc 

 

 

 

Steve Langley , Senior Pastor, ex t. 0 

Daniel Matsuda, Associate Pastor  — Youth, ex t. 681 

Eiji Osato , Associate Pastor  — Nichigo , ext. 676 

James Chang , Assis tan t Pasto r — Neighbo rhood, ex t. 679 

Annette Kakimo to, Assis tant Pastor  —  

Leadership Developmen t, ex t. 680 

Chri s Koga, Assistant Pastor—College, ex t. 685 (pt)   

Layne Wakuta, Pasto ral In tern  — Middle School,ex t.684  

Susan Wakuta — Elementary  Children ’s Di rector, ex t. 689 

Michelle Koga — Nursery Director  (pt)  

J.J . Frey — Worship Coo rdinator  (pt)  

Wendy Nakano, Offi ce Manager , ext. 672 

Peggy Kushigemachi, Financial Assis tan t, ext. 675  

Jan  Magnani, Secretary, ex t. 671 

Rei  Abe, Nichigo  Secretary , ex t. 677 (pt)  

Aubrey  Matsunami, Chris tian Educ. Secretary , ext. 678 (pt)  

Susie Shelley, Newsletter Editor , ext. 673 (pt)  

Socorro  “Coco” Kagawa, Maintenance Ass t. (pt)  

Gerald  Mayewaki, Main tenance-AV Asst. (pt)  

Rober t Kato, Sunday Services Assis tant (pt)  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

�Morning Worship @ 8:45 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. 

�Nichigo  Japanese-speaking Service@10:45am Sanctuary  
NOTE: Both English services in the Community Hall 

 

Sunday, November 24/Thanksgiving Service 
Collecting Christmas Child Gif t Boxes~ A time of  thanks 

 

Series: MOSAIC | Transformational Truths of a     
Brilliant Savior 

 

December 1/ First Sunday of Advent/Communion 
Pastor James~Jesus the Messianic King 

Matthew 1:1 
 

December 8/Second Sunday of Advent 

Pastor James ~ Jesus the Savior of  all Mankind 

Luke 2:29-32 
 

Sunday, December 15/Third Sunday of Advent 

Pastor Daniel~Jesus the Powerful Son of  God~Mark 1:7 
 
 

English-speaking children’s Sunday school runs 
concurrent with the Worship Services. Nichigo children’s 
Sunday school 9:30 a.m., Room 206. 


